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Upper Austrian Jazz Orchestra — “Deference To Anton Bruckner”

This is an album by veteran Austrian Jazz Big Band called The Upper
Austrian Jazz Orchestra, which presents a tribute to the music by the great
Austrian composer Anton Bruckner, one of the most complex and often
enigmatic Classical composers in history. The album was recorded in a
studio in contrast to most other recordings by the orchestra, which are
usually live recordings. Led by saxophonist Christian Maurer, the orchestra
includes four trumpets, five saxophones, four trombones and a four piece
rhythm section. Vocalist Ali Gaggl appears as a guest. The album presents
nine compositions inspired by the works of Bruckner, seven of which are
composed by orchestra members and one each by Michael Gibbs and
Kenny Wheeler.

Although obviously a Jazz-Classical Fusion project, the music on this album
is much more intricate and complex than most other projects of this kind.
Usually Jazz-Classical Fusion deals with interpretation of works by Classical
composers — see the Vienna Art Orchestra albums with music by the Strauss
Family or Mozart (just to stay in Austria both with the Jazz and Classical
ingredients of the fusion elements). On this album however, the Bruckner
"elements" are more suggested than quoted directly, which of course is
much more difficulty to conceive to start with and finally execute. But the
UAJO manages to achieve the goal brilliantly and with its usual panache and
flair.

Like with the music by Bruckner, which is certainly far from being easily
understood, the music on this album might prove to be slightly more difficult
than other UAJO recordings as far as the average listener is concerned. It
definitely requires a very attentive listening and perhaps even several
listening sessions to be appreciated in its full glory. But it is certainly worth
the effort and presents European Big Band Jazz at its best and most
elaborate reflection. As usual the album offers many superb soli and
extraordinary orchestral work of the highest caliber.

Overall this is another recording by the UAJO, which deserves an honorable
place on the shelf of every serious record collection. Connoisseurs of Big
Band Jazz will be delighted of course as will be serious Jazz-Classical
Fusion enthusiasts. Very highly and wholeheartedly recommended!

http://www.adambaruch.com/reviews_item.asp?item=106013
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